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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

 August 25th – Paul Ferguson, Clerk of the Circuit Court will speak.           
 September 1st _ Club Officers will report on the Capital District Convention.
President-Elect Chuck Vasaly called the meeting to order.  Khalid Siraj delivered the invocation and Joe Mann later provided the benediction.  Our Songmeister II Joe Mann and Pianist Steve Black led the group in singing the patriotic song "Columbia, the Gem of the Ocean”, and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Jim McCannell.  Pres-Elect Chuck led the group in welcoming Marianne Cochran, a guest of Bill Cochran, Betty Bradford, a guest of Dale Kane, and Eric Ball, a guest of Richard T. Ball, who was back after a long absence and, Pres-Elect Chuck introduced Ms. Christina Oduro (guest of the Bankhead Davies duo).

Member Welfare: Dave Carlson reported that he was glad to see Dick Ball back with us. His son will be a permanent fixture as caretaker. Calls are welcome! 

Announcements

Jim McCannell brought in 4 boxes of children’s videos, which will be given to a church with a video library for children. 

Our club’s participation in the Arlington InterService Club Council’s Chili Cook-off at the Clarendon Day celebration on September 25 will have the potential for Publicity within our Community, and this event could be coupled with the sale of Entertainment Books (see below) and provides a new fund raising venue for our club.

This year’s Entertainment Books – with, generally, the same prices as last year – have been received and Julie wants to reminded members to contact her to get the books they ALWAYS sell to customers on their “lists.”  If you would like out of town books, please let Julie know; those books may either be sent directly to the customer for a $5 shipping fee, or mailed to Julie free of charge. 

PP Ted Kramer announced that he has the Application Forms for soon-to-be-opened “BJ’s Wholesale Club” (in Falls Church).  Arlington Kiwanians will receive discounted membership fees – and 3-months extended time of memberships - and “BJ’s” will donate $5.00 to our Club’s treasury for each of our members who join. 

Paul Melnick reminded us to reserve September 30, October 1 & 2 for our Peanut Sales.  The peanuts have been ordered for this event.  
Grant:

President-Elect Chuck Vasaly, on behalf of the ARLINGTON KIWANIS FOUNDATION and our Club, and assisted by Khalid Siraj, presented a check for $2,400.00 to CrisisLink.  Ms. Linda Eatmon Jones, the organization’s Executive Director, accepted the check and expressed thanks for the gift and our Club’s long-term support.  She described how the Grant will be used to assist in reducing the teen suicide rate.  It is now the 3rd highest cause of death for teens.  For more information, contact them at www.crisislink.org.  
WEEKLY PROGRAM

Richard Barr introduced Ms. Sherry Mueller, President of the National Council for International Visitors (NCIV).  Ms. Mueller has provided leadership for the NCIV since 1996, first as Executive Director and then as President.   Before coming to NCIV, she worked During this time she was also an adjunct professor at American University, pioneering the first course on public diplomacy at American University’s School so International Services (SIS).   Ms. Mueller is an active volunteer and serves on the boards of various nonprofit organizations.  In 2007, American University's School of International Service presented Ms. Mueller with the Alumna of the Year Award at the German Embassy. She received the United States Information Agency's Award for Outstanding Service in 1996, and the Distinguished Alumna Award from the Lake Park High School Educational Foundation in 1995. In appreciation for her active role in alumni affairs at American University, Ms. Mueller received the Alumni Recognition Award in 1990.  In October 2008, Georgetown University Press released her latest publication—the book “Working World: Careers in International Education, Exchange, and Development”, written with coauthor Mark Overmann.  Ms. Mueller is a native of northern Illinois.
The National Council for International Visitors (NCIV) is a nonprofit membership association currently marking 50 years of leadership in citizen diplomacy. NCIV's membership includes individuals, program agencies, and more than 90 organizations in communities throughout the United States.  Currently, there is no group in Virginia.  NCIV members design and implement professional programs, provide cultural activities, and offer home hospitality opportunities for foreign leaders and specialists participating in the U.S. Department of State’s International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) and other exchange programs. With leadership and training provided by NCIV, member organizations are expert at matching the resources of their communities with the needs of international visitors.  Each year the aggregate efforts of NCIV members involve more than 80,000 volunteers.

Ms. Mueller thanked us for the opportunity to speak to a group that is close to home.  She now lives in the Clarendon area.  She appreciates the emphasis that Kiwanis puts on providing services to children of the world.  
She told us that citizen diplomacy is a way for individuals to let international visitors see American culture first hand.  Pro wrestling is on television in over 100 countries around the world.  Some people perceive us through these types of shows.  
Alumni of the International Visitors program include Margaret Thatcher in 1967 and Nicolas Sarkozy in 1985. 
She was recently in Bozeman, MT to make a presentation to a Seattle, WA teacher who has had international visitors in his classroom.  He has developed a relationship with people in Nigeria, as a result of this involvement.

Goals for volunteers include learning about nonprofit management, working well with foreign delegations, work with the U.S. Congress and understanding the usefulness of these programs.

She asked us “Why should people volunteer for citizen diplomacy?”  

1. Education of the children.  Geography appears to be a lost art.  Families that have been involved have children who can talk intelligently about countries that some of their classmates can’t find on a map.

2. Learning more about countries around the world through interaction with international visitors.  
3. For economic development around the world. 

4. Recruitment of those who are young at heart of all ages, idealists preferred.  
All of these assist people in learning more about the world and helping international visitors to better understand the U.S. 
Contact NCIV for additional information at 202-842-1414 or www.nciv.org. 
No one found the “Red Dot” and the little pot for our “50/50 Drawing” is growing nicely.
UPDATE: Mary Anthony has a new Cell Phone number – (703) 618-1666.
Renny Myers announced that this was his last meeting with us.  He is moving and his new address is: 301 Rolling Hills Court, Greenville, NC 27834.  
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