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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
August 4th – Rachel Sparico will discuss her recent trip to South Africa and Europe.

August 11th – Steve Rubloff and Michele Werner will discuss the “Virginia Hospital
Foundation.”

President Will Wilson called the meeting to order and Tom Parker delivered the invocation (and he later provided the benediction).  Our Songmeister Joe Mann, assisted by our returning Pianist Steve Black, led the group in singing a patriotic song and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Jim McCannell.  Pres. Wilson announced that he had had just come from an exciting “first morning” at his new job (as Superintendent of Maryland’s “Cheltenham Youth Facility” in Prince George’s County) – by dealing with “The Press” about one of his young charges who is going on a trial for murder this week.   Joe Mann introduced Ms Holly Ashley (from “Training Futures”); Renny Myers introduced his son Tyler and Tyler’s two sons Austin and Cooper (Renny also made “Pre- Farewell” remarks about his impending departure from this area and move to his home “Down South”); Cindy Engquist introduced her son Gilbert Pitcher; and, Pres. Wilson introduced Ms. Christina Oduro (guest of the Bankhead Davies duo).
Dave Carlson had a peppy update about WPG Ed Novak’s planned return for next week’s meeting and he also reported about a conversation with Dick Ball’s son Eric.  The report that we had several weeks ago about Eric’s fall from a tree and being in critical condition in the hospital was absolutely true and Dave learned that the fall was only a distance of about ten feet and Eric “just landed completely wrong.”  Dick is, in fact, back home and is getting around with understandable difficulty in a wheel chair.  Dale Kane had visited him, verified the foregoing, and suggested that visitors should call ahead before visiting.  Pres. Wilson reported that he had received word that Bill Cochran is having problems with his blood pressure being unacceptably high.
Joe Mann described last Sunday’s “Grand Centennial Parade of the Boy Scouts of America” on Constitution Avenue.  About 25 people were treated by on-scene Medics for heat-related problems, including two Scouts from his Troop (one his son) who are now fine.  He also described BSA Troop 167’s sponsorship of a Plains Indian dancing demonstration by the Koshore Scouts of Colorado at Mt. Olivet United Methodist Church on July 31st at 8:00 pm (donations will be welcomed).   
Pres. Wilson reminded people about the upcoming July 31st deadline for submission of Grant requests.
Krista Gates called members’ attention to Sign-up Sheets that she’d made available to support this year’s Annual “Doorways Dinner” on August 12th.
Julie Mangis announced that:
· While Arlington County will not have a “Lose the Training Wheels (LTTW) program
this summer, the Fairfax County Park Authority is calling for volunteers to help with their LTTW program, August 2nd – 6th at Marshall High School between 8:15 am and 4:00 pm.  Contact Gary Logue at (703) 324-8727, or the Camp Director, Emily House, at:  Emily.house@fairfaxcounty.gov.

· The Arlington InterService Club has invited the Kiwanis Club of Arlington  to participate 
in a Chili Cook-off at the Clarendon Day celebration on September 25.   She suggested that in addition to the potential for Publicity within our Community, this event could be coupled with the sale of Entertainment Books (see below) and provide a new fund raising venue for our club.
· This year’s Entertainment Books – with, generally, the same prices as last year – are
expected to be arriving next week.
PP Ted Kramer announced that the soon-to-be-opened “BJ’s Wholesale Club” (in Falls Church) will be offering special benefits for Arlington Kiwanians in the form of discounted membership fees – and extended time of memberships - and financial returns to our Club’s treasury for each of our members who join.  He hopes to have specific Application Forms at next week’s regular meeting.
WEEKLY PROGRAM

PP Kramer introduced Ms. Erin Devine and the Reverend Carolyn Richar, R. N., to discuss the “Capital Hospice” system.  Ms. Devine has been involved with fundraising for Capital Hospice for three years and volunteers on Saturday’s at the Inpatient Center on 16th Street (near Virginia Hospital Center) and at the “Point of Hope Camp” in the summers. [She also chaired the Yorktown High School’s All-Night Graduation Boat Party.]   The Ms. Richar is the General Manager for Capital Hospice’s Arlington Region, where today the professional staff and 500 volunteers were caring for 940 patients.  She has worked for Capital Hospice for ten years and is a long-time Kiwanian: a current President and Distinguished Past-President of the Fairfax Club, Distinguished Past LTG of the 20th Division of the Capital District, and former-International Vice President of Circle K International.  The Rev. Richar is the Associate Pastor for Bethel United Church of Christ in Arlington.  Her active participation with the Arlington Chamber of Commerce no-doubt led to a recently-awarded scholarship to this year’s class of “Leadership Arlington.”  Ms. Devine opened the ladies’ presentation by again thanking our club members for the recent Grant which will be used to support the Point of Hope Camp experience for individuals who have recently had a loved one die.  She noted that Capital Hospice was founded in 1977 (as one of America’s first three such organizations) and that Arlington Kiwanians have donated more than $40,000 to the Hospice over a period of 29 years.  The “In Patient Facility” on 16th Street is the only such facility in Northern Virginia (and it serves not only Northern Virginia, but also the District, and suburban Maryland).  Ms. Richar opened her remarks by “clearing the air” about a common misconception about eligibility for Hospice care: Hospice patients do not have to be “at death’s door”; rather Hospice care is designed for patients whose doctors have judged that the patient’s medical condition is such that she or he is unlikely to live longer than six months.  Therefor, there are “completely valid” Hospice patients who still work, there are those that travel out of the area – and there are some who “beat the odds” and live longer than six months (and their care continues to be covered by their Medicare and private insurers).  Medicare (and most private insurers) will “cover” Hospice care (including medications and medical supplies) at a 100 per cent level and patients are not turned-away for lack of ability to pay.  The doctors who provide Hospice care have at least one year of specialized training for dealing with patients and their family members during the final six months of their lives, while most doctors receive only two or three hours of this type of training.  Hospice nurses also receive specialized training for dealing with patients with 6-month life expectations and with their family members.  While fielding questions from the audience, the ladies talked about some of the things that make the “Point of Hope Camp” so special.  Although most of the attendees are children (a minimum age of 5, although age 6 and above is preferred) who have had a parent die, there are others: parents whose children died, grandchildren, siblings, etc..  An adult “Big Buddy” is designated for each attendee and that Big Buddy is theirs at any time and for any reason they want them for one-on-one attention during the camp.  The camp is not “all tears and counseling” (although there’s that, too), but it involves a variety of fun, laughs, and excitement.  There are several special pet/ therapy dogs for attendees who want to be comforted through them.  The ladies closed their presentation by describing that they thought it would be useful for almost all adults – not just ‘the aging,” or people who may be involved with hospice care - to visit the following Web Site, and after having appropriate family discussions, to answer “the Five Questions” contained therein: http://www.agingwithdignity.org/five-wishes.php.
No one found the “Red Dot” and the little pot for our “50/50 Drawing” is growing nicely.
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