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President Will Wilson called the meeting to order and Pete Hause delivered the invocation (and he later provided the benediction).  Our Songmeister Joe Mann led the group in singing a patriotic song and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Rachel Sparico.  “Jack” Melnick introduced Mike Pomeroy and Pres. Wilson introduced Ms. Christina Oduro (guest of the Bankhead Davies duo).
Dave Carlson had a “No News is Good News” report [and, from the looks of his luncheon plate, it appeared that his broken tooth must have been repaired – Ed.].
Joe Mann described this Saturday’s “Grand Centennial Parade of the Boy Scouts of America,” the first to be held on Constitution Avenue since the 1937 National Jamboree.  Stepping-off from 7th Street at 1:00 pm, the parade will end at 17th Street (and the last elements should be dispersed by 5:00 pm).  The details of another BSA event - at Mt. Olivet United Methodist Church on July 31st - will be described in “The ARKI” next week.   
IPP Khalid Siraj emphasized the necessity for re-energizing our Sponsorship Program and he presented three suggested techniques for increasing members’ ability to raise more money to use for programs that will support the children in the Arlington Community.
Vice President Wright reminded people about the upcoming July 30th deadline for submission of Grant requests.
LTG Larry Demarest talked about the “Ducky Derby” to be conducted at the Capital District Convention (Lynchburg, 20-22 August).  Proceeds will go to Pediatric Trauma Hospitals in the Capital District.  Tickets: $5.00 for one, $10.00 for three. Prizes: $500, $400, $300, $200, and $100.  (We have had several winners in the past.)  Checks should be made out to Capital District Kiwanis Foundation.  Bring checks or cash to our weekly meeting or mail checks to Larry at: 3313 Sleepy Lane; Falls Church, VA 22044-1422.

LTG Demarest “stepped-up” when Pres. Wilson called for someone to volunteer to be our club’s InterClub Chairman.

Krista Gates called members’ attention to Sign-up Sheets that she’d made available to support this year’s Annual “Doorways Dinner” on August 12th.
Pres. Wilson announced that while he is going to become the Superintendent of Maryland’s “Cheltenham Youth Facility” in Prince George’s County.  This facility, along with the Murphy Shelter Program located at the same site, serves approximately 115 young men awaiting trial or court disposition and delinquent youth in need of court ordered supervision but who have not been deemed dangerous to themselves or to others (from Anne Arundel, Prince George's, Calvert, Charles and St. Mary's counties).  Pres. Wilson intends to continue his membership in – and service with – our club.
WEEKLY PROGRAM

Charlie Brown introduced Dr. Frederic Schroeder, First Vice President of the National Federation of the Blind (NFB) and President of the NFB of Virginia, to discuss “Promoting the Full Economic and Social Integration of Blind People.”  Dr. Schroeder was born in Lima, Peru and he and his brother Steve were adopted and moved to the United States when he was 19 months old.  Dr. Schroeder earned his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees at San Francisco State University and his Ph.D. from the University of New Mexico.  He is married to Cathy Nusser Schroeder, who is a Senior Computer Programmer (and also blind).  They live in Vienna, VA and their two adult children also live in this area.  Recognizing Dr. Schroder’s very successful performance as the Executive Director of the New Mexico Commission for the Blind, in 1994 then-President Bill Clinton appointed Dr. Schroeder to serve as the Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) within the U.S. Department of Education.  As RSA Commissioner he administered a $2.5 billion program providing services to more than one million people with disabilities each year.  Now, as a member of the faculty of the Interwork Institute at San Diego State University, Dr. Schroeder works as a research professor specializing in leadership and public policy in vocational rehabilitation.  Born with normal vision, Dr. Schroeder became blind at the age of seven after suffering a severe allergic reaction which did not take all of his sight immediately, but his vision deteriorated gradually over a 9-year period, leaving him totally blind at the age of 16.  Following graduation from high school (at 17), Dr. Schroeder attended the Orientation Center for the Blind in Albany, CA where he was introduced to people from the NFB who exposed him to blind people who were from all walks of life and who encouraged him - and eventually convincing him - that he could live a normal, productive life.  [The NFB’s mission is “. . . to achieve widespread emotional acceptance and intellectual understanding that the real problem of blindness is not the loss of eyesight but the misconceptions and lack of information which exist.”]  Dr. Schroeder  opened today’s presentation by calling people’s attention to the fact that the 200th anniversary of Louis Braille’s birth was celebrated last year – the same Louis Braille who, as a blind 12-year old, began the invention of the braille printing technique (mastered three years later) that has now been adapted to nearly every known language in the world.  He then asked the audience to consider the fact that without braille, blind people could never really achieve literacy and, thus, could never participate fully in the economic and social life enjoyed by sighted people.  He cited some alarming current statistics: only ten per cent of blind children are competent in the use of braille; some school systems adopt a “standard” that when children’s vision is still sufficient that they can read ten words per minute, the school will not teach them to use braille; in the U.S., about 70-80 per cent of blind people are unemployed and the 6,000-some blind people working in “sheltered workshops” are “stuck” with a future of working at no better than that level (and often for sub-minimum wages).  He thanked us for the long-term support that our club has provided for programs such as this summer’s NFB Braille Enrichment for Literacy and Learning (BELL) program for children in the “Potomac Region.”  The NFB’s Web Site (www.nfb.org) cites Dr. Schroeder’s own words: "We still have much work to do. Far too many blind people still face discrimination, still live in isolation and poverty, still lack access to the encouragement and training they need to live productive, integrated lives. Nevertheless, in spite of all that remains to be done, because of the National Federation of the Blind, opportunities are better for blind people today than at any time in history. The change we have made cannot be turned back, cannot be taken away. We have changed forever what it means to be blind, and we and society are better off as a result."
No one found the “Red Dot” and the little pot for our “50/50 Drawing” is growing nicely.
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