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President Will Wilson called the meeting to order and delivered the invocation (and he later provided the benediction); our new Songmeister (Joe Mann), and Pianist (Steve Black), led the group in singing “God Bless America.”  The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Pres. Wilson, who also coordinated the introduction of our guests: Ms. Carmen Chong (Joe Mann’s guest), Ms. Cassandra Parker-Swenson (Grand Daughter and Guest of Tom Parker, and Ms.  Christina Oduro (guest of the Bankhead Davies duo).
WPG Ed Novak is still hospitalized since having surgery Monday and is not able to have visitors yet.  Dave Carlson believes that Dick Ball has been discharged from Manor Care (but hasn’t been able to speak directly with him).  Sherfy Jones described visiting with Blanche and Vinnie Kirchner:  Vinnie’s in good shape physically and Blanche described Vinnie’s successful visit back home for Fathers’ Day; Sherify also noted that Vinnie would welcome having visitors at the Sunrise facility on Wilson Boulevard.
Pres. Wilson made special recognition of Louie Hargenrader, a long-term member of our Knights of Columbus support staff, for today’s gift of two large boxes of books (for his and Jim McCannell’s further distribution) to children of Arlington families of lesser means.  “Louie” is a “repeat donator” and he helps Jim by delivering books and audio/video materials to veterans at the U.S. Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home (USSAH) [formerly “The Old Soldiers’ Home”] in Washington, DC.
IPP Khalid Siraj and PP Ted Kramer thanked the many members who made the annual Antique Show and Sale so successful (especially the 45-some members who worked “shifts” at the show).  Bankhead Thornton Davies provided some preliminary data/estimates: while this year’s attendance was down about 200 people from last year’s, it appears that we’ll have garnered about $8,000 to use in the Community when “the books” are closed.     
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Our Club’s Representatives to the 95th Annual Kiwanis International (KI) Convention described their initial impressions of that event.  Pres. Wilson led-off by noting his feelings that even the highly-touted virtues of the “dry heat” that they experienced in Las Vegas is still too hot at more than 100 degrees.  He then went on to say that he believed that Conference was very good overall and the presentation made by Former-Ambassador (and U.S. Army General (Retired)) Colin Powell was absolutely fabulous (this was the second time that Pres. Wilson had heard him speak).  Pres. Wilson also noted a recurring theme that was embedded in almost everything that was presented at the Conference: today’s Kiwanians must make changes in how and what we do in order to attract the new, younger, members that our clubs must have to survive.  (Pres.-Elect Vasaly noted that in sessions that he attended it was suggested that clubs should put more zest into their Service Programs by providing opportunities for people to have fun while helping others, and, that we should consider affiliation agreements with other types of clubs that appeal to younger people.)  He also said that one of the very interesting things that “stuck with him” from the Convention was the level of commitment to Kiwanis activities displayed by the members in attendance – even on the final days the training sessions were well-attended (some, in-fact, overflowing into the hallways), and conversations showed that people were interested in what was being presented.  All but one of the Amendments proposed by the Board for our governing documents were approved (the one that failed involved getting mandatory dues payments from all Kiwanians to support Annual Conventions).  One amendment – approved by 86 per cent of the Delegates – will require that Criminal Background Checks be conducted of candidates for Lieutenant Governor and Governor and disqualification of those candidates who do not have “clear background checks.”   Pres. Wilson and Pres.-Elect Vasaly said they did not support this amendment (because it was too non-specific).  KI’s new worldwide effort [replacing “IDD”] - “The Eliminate Project”- was announced at the Convention.  This Project will have KI and UNICEF joining forces to save the lives of babies and their mothers by eliminating maternal/neonatal tetanus (MNT), a disease that kills an estimated 60,000 newborns and 30,000 mothers each year.  UNICEF Ambassador and actor Tea Leoni delivered the announcement at the Convention. “Kiwanis believes that no baby or mother should have to suffer the devastating effects of MNT,” said KI President Paul Palazzolo. “Kiwanis will mobilize its nearly 600,000 family members to become tireless advocates for these children and raise needed funds to defeat this deadly disease.”  MNT is easily prevented by a series of three vaccinations to women of childbearing age, costing roughly US$1.80 for each series.  The Eliminate Project will deliver life saving vaccines to the most vulnerable women and children in the world: those in remote and difficult to reach areas, conflict zones, and with little access to healthcare.  KI has committed to raising US$110 million over the next five years to fill the funding gap required to provide an estimated 387 million doses of the vaccine to eliminate maternal/neonatal tetanus.  See:  www.TheEliminateProject.org for additional information. 

No one found the “Red Dot” and the little pot for our “50/50 Drawing” is growing again.
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