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Correction
Last week’s “ARKI” listed only the Web Site for “Smart Beginnings” – 

(smartbeginnings@campagnacenter.org); however, since that site is still under development, 

a phone call to Ms. September Jones at (703) 224-2342 will yield quicker answers.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

June 30th – Salvation Army Major Earl Fitzgerald will orchestrate one of his always-interesting “Spiritual Aims” programs.

July 7th – Our club’s officers will provide reports about the early-June Kiwanis International Convention in Las Vegas.
Vice President Julia Wright called the meeting to order; The Reverend Glen Evans delivered the invocation (and he later provided the benediction); our Songmeister (Joe Mann), and new Pianist (Steve Black), led the group in singing “Oh Beautiful for Spacious Skies”; and, the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Tom Grantham.  VP Wright coordinated the introduction of our guests: Charlie Brown’s guest, Ms. Sandy Halverson; PP Ted Kramer’s guest, Ms. Sarah O’Connell; and, the Bankhead Davies duo’s guest, Ms.  Christina Oduro.
Jim Thomas reported that last weekend’s Brazilian flooding did not affect our former-club member Michaela Whelan, who now lives in Campinas, Sao Paulo, and is “busily working for a sugar and ethanol company.”
Charlie Brown, on behalf of the ARLINGTON KIWANIS FOUNDATION and our Club, presented a check for $1,000.00 to the “National Federation of the Blind (NFB).”  Ms. Sandy Halverson accepted the check on behalf of the NFB and thanked our members for this Grant and their long-term support, explaining that this money will continue to support the “Kids’ Cane Bank” and attendance at the new “Braille Enrichment for Literacy and Learning (BELL) Summer Program.”  The BELL Program will provide two weeks of intense, hands-on, Braille instruction and alternative non-visual techniques for children whose ages are 4 through 12.  Call Ms. Halverson at 703-379-1141 about this week-days-only program which will be conducted from July 26th through August 6th. 
The Antique Show:

· PP Kramer provided a “Last Minute Appeal” in which he urged all members to
“Get out there in their neighborhoods and work places to sell more tickets [and then get their money turned-in].”

·  IPP Khalid Siraj noted that copies of the “Duty Roster” were provided at each

table and asked that members verify that their assignments are correctly listed and that they consider volunteering for one (or more) of the seven spaces still shown as “open.”  We need several Ticket Collection volunteers for Sunday – call 703-280-8342 to volunteer!   

Many members expressed interest in supporting our club’s participation in the Arlington InterService Club’s planned Chili Cook-off sales and contest on September 25th.
WEEKLY PROGRAM
	PP Kramer introduced Ms. Sarah O’Connell, Arlington’s Energy Outreach Coordinator, to discuss the “Fresh AIRE (Arlington Initiative to Reduce Emissions) Program.”  Ms. O’Connell has more than ten years of experience in environmental programs and policies, with a strong focus on energy efficiency.  In her current role, she is the primary liaison between the County and the community for building energy efficiency issues and she has been with the County’s team addressing this issue for nearly three years. Just before joining the County in the Fall of 2007, Sarah worked as a prime federal contractor (ICF International) supporting EPA’s ENERGY STAR program at both the national and state levels for both the commercial and residential sectors.  Prior to her work in the energy market, Sarah worked for an environmental consulting firm, specializing in National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance for several departments of the federal government.  Many scientists [and politicians] believe that climate disruption is one of the most serious challenges facing our world today and, therefor, many local governments are taking steps to address this growing threat. Arlington County [under the leadership of our club member, now clerk of the County Court, Paul Ferguson] launched an ambitious initiative in 2007 to significantly reduce its own emissions. This campaign, “Fresh AIRE” – Arlington Initiative to Reduce Emissions, is collaboration between our County government, businesses, organizations, and individuals. Ms. O’Connell opened her presentation by citing these reasons that people should support “going green” - 1) It improves your health, 2) It will save you money, 3) It improves the environment.  Key features of this effort involve determining your energy consumption and adjusting your habits.  Key elements of “AIRE” include:  1) Between 2000 and 2012, reducing the County government’s greenhouse gas emissions by 10% by steadily-increasing the purchase of wind-generated electricity; installing solar energy technology on County facilities; investing in energy efficiency in County facilities, seeking to reduce energy use by 2% per year; preparing a strategic energy plan and climate action plan for County operations and the community; strengthening the County’s “green building policy” for public buildings by requiring new major public buildings to achieve LEED™ (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certification; planting at least 1,200 canopy trees as a key component of an integrated environmental strategy  2) Working with other localities and organizations around the region, the state, and the nation  3)  Encouraging and assisting businesses to reduce emissions and energy needs by “partnering” with the ENERGY STAR program and other resources to help businesses cut energy use; working closely with Arlington Transportation Partners to identify alternative transportation options for employees, guests, and/or clients (driving fuel-efficient cars, walking, biking, or taking public transit); buying locally-produced products; and, increasing recycling practices (“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle”); and, conserving and protecting water (eliminate leaks, reduce waste, monitor what goes into drains).  4)  Encouraging and assisting Arlington residents to reduce emissions by offering energy audits and sharing the resulting case studies; using ENERGY STAR-labeled compact fluorescent light bulbs or other similarly-labeled products and purchasing “green power.”  The website, www.arlingtonva.us/climate, provides self-assessments, tips, case studies, information, and a blog. This website keeps the community updated on efforts in the County, across the region, and around the world about “best practices” to cut emissions. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

If each household in Arlington replaced one frequently-used incandescent light bulb with an ENERGY STAR compact fluorescent, Arlingtonians would save half-a-million dollars a year and reduce as much Carbon Dioxide from our atmosphere as if
1,000 cars were removed from our roads.

	


No one found the “Red Dot” and the little pot for our “50/50 Drawing” is growing again.
E-Mail Address Updates:

· Sandy Klassen: NEW = sjkintl@gmail.com
· Steve Black: steve.black@alanthus.net
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