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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

June 23rd – Ms. Sarah O’Connell, our County’s Energy Outreach Coordinator, will discuss the “Arlington Fresh AIRE Program.”
June 30th – Salvation Army Major Earl Fitzgerald will orchestrate one of his always-interesting “Spiritual Aims” programs.

President Will Wilson called the meeting to order and delivered the invocation (and he later provided the benediction).  Our Songmeister (Joe Mann) led the group in singing “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Cynthia Engquist. Pres. Wilson coordinated the introduction of our guests, including his two children, Nelliah and William; IPP Khalid Siraj’s guest, Stephanie de Chassy; Tom Grantham’s guest, John McMahon, and, the Bankhead Davies duo’s guest, Christina Oduro.
Dave Carlson “ragged” Jim Thomas about being late for today’s meeting because he’d been getting treatment for having “Kings’ Disease” [Gout] after spending a lovely weekend with his wife at Richmond’s Jefferson Hotel.  Pres. Wilson described the excellent conversation he had (at Manor Care) with Dick Ball. 
The Antique Show:

· Pres. Wilson provided a “Pep Talk” concerning SALES competition between. 

Teams and he urged all members to “get out there in their neighborhoods and work places to sell more tickets [and get their money turned-in].”

·  IPP Khalid Siraj noted that copies of the “Duty Roster” were provided at each

table and asked that members verify that their assignments are correctly listed and that they consider volunteering for one (or more) of the spaces now shown as “open.”  There is a critical shortage (ten people) of Parking Control volunteers for Sunday morning!   

Edd Nolen officially installed our Club’s newest member, Steven Black.  “Steve” is the Chief Information Officer at “Alanthus,” an Arlington firm that “provides enterprise-level strategies and solutions for information technology and architectures.” Steve (a Key Clubber in High School) and his wife Kelly (and their 9th Grade daughter live in Arlington) and his son is graduating from college this year.  Steve was sponsored by Edd Nolen.
Gloria Rothman recognized our Club’s annual College Scholarship grants that will be used during the next “school year”:  a grant to Robert Crissy, from Bishop Denis J. O’Connell High School (who plans to attend Washington & Lee University, in Lexington, VA) and a grant to Eleanor D. (“Ellie”) Mills, from W-L High School, (who plans to attend the University of Vermont, in Burlington, VT).

Edd Nolen, on behalf of the Community Service Committee, described our Club’s long term involvement with – and support of – the Arlington Food Assistance Center (ranging from one of our members being a “Founding Father” of the organization, to our several thousand dollar annual grants, and the now-monthly “bagging party” when (on the second Wednesday of each month) our Club members sort and load a few hundred bags of food supplies for qualifying Arlington families).  Edd also noted the fact that while Arlington consistently has the Commonwealth’s best employment and unemployment figures, the number of families which qualify for AFAC’s assistance has recently “leveled-off” to about 40% more than two years ago – a total that’s still about 100% more than before the world’s economy “turned sour.”  A “telling” statistic is that nearly a thousand children now receive weekly food support from AFAC’s (thus including our Club members’) efforts.  
WEEKLY PROGRAM
	PP Ted Kramer introduced Ms. September Jones, to discuss “Smart Beginnings,” a partnership between Arlington County and the City of Alexandria that provides leadership to create and sustain a comprehensive early care and education system for Northern Virginia.  Ms. Jones, who is the Program’s Director, lived in Hawaii for 13 years, then moved to Maryland, and – two years ago – she and her family moved into Arlington (where her children go to Swanson Middle School and Yorktown High School).  She has a background in “early childhood education” which has involved being as a classroom teacher and a program advocate (e.g. the Director of “Head Start” for Alexandria).  Her opening remarks addressed “Smart Beginnings’” purpose: “to ensure that all children - prenatal to eight years - in Arlington and Alexandria (and their families) have access to the resources they need to achieve success in kindergarten [and later in life].”  The Council serves as a forum for sharing information and identifying needs within the early-care and education community for these children and their families.  “Smart Beginnings” is primarily supported by the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation and matching funds from Arlington and Alexandria foundations.  “Smart Beginnings” is designed to build “bridges” between and among agencies and organizations that impact children and their families.  “Smart Beginnings” Alexandria/Arlington is composed of “Designated (Public Sector) and At-Large” (Private Sector)  representatives from the following areas in each jurisdiction: Designated Representatives from - Public school systems, health, mental health, SCAN, PIE, Northern Virginia Community College, Head Start/Early Head Start, law enforcement, Northern Virginia Association for the Education of Young Children, Office of Early Childhood Education, Dept. of Human Services, and the Juvenile Court System.  At-Large Representatives from -  early childhood (including representatives from family child care, home visitation, and other early care and education programs), the  business/corporate community, faith community, Virginia higher education (4-year institutions), economic development, and parents and community members.  Ms. Jones described Virginia’s “Getting Ready Model” and its five interconnected areas: Ready Families + Ready Communities + Ready Services + Ready Schools = Ready Children.  She closed her presentation by describing the “business case” for investing in American’s children – how investing in America’s children is an U.S. economic imperative.  She discussed the “High/Scope Perry Preschool Project” [in Michigan] where 35 years of follow-up studies show that the average return on one dollar invested in preschool programs is $8.74 and “Ready, Willing, and Unable to Serve,” a recent report by “Military Leaders for Kids,” that describes why early education (and related intervention) efforts are needed, because 75 percent of America’s young adults cannot now join our military services.  For more information, see: http//smartbeginningsalexarl.wordpress.com.
	


No one found the “Red Dot” and the little pot for our “50/50 Drawing” is growing again.
E-Mail Address Updates:

· Sandy Klassen: NEW = sjkintl@gmail.com
· Steve Black: steve.black@alanthus.net
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