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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

May 5th – Ms. Sharon Tewksbury-Bloom will discuss Volunteer Programs in Arlington County.

May 8th – Boy Scouts will conduct a “Car Wash & Bake Sale,” between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm, at the Parking Lot of the Mt. Olivet United Methodist Church.
May 12th – Mr. Mark Hawkins will discuss the Heath Care System and Reforms in the United States.

May 19th – The Antique Show Planning Committee will meet immediately-following our 

Club’s regular meeting.

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
President-Elect (PE) Chuck Vasaly called the meeting to order and PG Warren Kane delivered the invocation.  PE Vasaly led the group in singing “You Are My Sunshine,” the State Song of Louisiana.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, PE Vasaly coordinated the introduction of 15 guests (including “Birthday Girl” Betty Jane Myers and former Arlington Club member Pat Long).
Dave Carlson provided a special “Welcome Back” to WPG Ed Novak and reported that it appeared that Dick Ball was out running-around when he called him this morning at Manor Care. (Dick, along with Vinnie Kirchner - who is at the Sunrise facility on Wilson Boulevard - would welcome visitors.)  It was also noted that Ed Holland’s mother died on April 20th in Kilmarnock, VA.
PG Warren Kane called people’s attention to our InterClub Sign-up Sheets which were highlighted by: 1) the Mount Vernon Club’s Fund Raiser at the Little Theater of Alexandria on May 4th, 7:00 pm; 2) the Alexandria Club’s “Richard Moats Day” on May 6th at Noon; and, 3) the Manassas Club’s Annual Steak Fry on May 13th.   
PG Kane also called attention to the May 1st and May 29th 8:00 pm performances of the Virginia Grand Military Band at Kenmore Middle School: while May 1st is “covered,” we still need a couple of more volunteer ushers (whose “dates” will be admitted free) for the 29th.  We’re now “covered” for the ushers at a Children’s Program on the morning of May 6th at the Rachel Schlesinger Concert Hall.  Please call him (703) 524-0997 if you can help.
PP Ted Kramer described the status of upcoming elections for our Club’s Officers and Members of the Board of Directors.  He noted that at least one more candidate is needed for a position on the Board and asked that you contact him (or Edd Nolen) if you’re willing to be a candidate to serve as a Board Member. 

PE Vasaly, on behalf of the ARLINGTON KIWANIS FOUNDATION and our Club, and assisted by:

· Don Manning, presented a Grant check to Arlington County’s “Neighborhood
Baseball Program” [which involves children 13 – 18 years of age].  Mr. Alan Schneider [wearing an “Arlington Kiwanis” baseball shirt], accepted the check for the organization and expressed thanks for the gift and our Club’s (long-term) support of buying uniforms and equipment to support this program. 
· PG Kane, presented a Grant check to the “Phillips Programs,” the non-
profit, private organization serving the needs of children with emotional and behavioral problems, and their families [the facilities supporting Arlington’s children are located in Annandale].  Ms. Sarah Caldwell, Phillips’ Development Officer, accepted the check and expressed thanks for the gift and our Club’s (long-term) support.  She noted that the money will be used to support ‘Food for Thought,” a new program that provides nutritious lunches to all Phillips students daily, alleviating economic hardships of their families and meeting their unique special needs. [The amount of our Grant will provide all lunches for two students for one school year.] 
Jim McCannell provided an update concerning two Community Service Projects for which he is our Club’s Chairman.  For “Books for Children,” he has purchased or collected and redistributed (through the Arlington Pediatric Center) more than 21,000 books for Arlington’s youngsters and for the relatively-new “Videos for Vets” program, he’s collected and redistributed (to the “Old Soldiers and Sailors Home) more than 1,700 tapes.
Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC): Consider making an individual cash or food donation to AFAC during April – because this is the final month that such donations can be used by AFAC to compete with other food banks for a proportional share of a Grant being offered by a Rhode Island philanthropist, Allan Shawn Feinstein: contact Edd Nolen or PG Kane for more details.
WEEKLY PROGRAM
PG Kane introduced Mr. Wayne Reedy, from the “Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department,” to discuss its “Virginia Task Force 1,” one of this nation’s Urban Search and Rescue (US&R) response teams and its rescue operations in Haiti during January.  The Task Force is recognized throughout the United States and the world, as a premier leader for the provision of training in catastrophic event mitigation, readiness, and response and recovery techniques.  Mr. Reedy is somewhat of a “local boy,” in that his wedding reception was at our Knights of Columbus hall (no doubt influenced somewhat by his mother-in-law, the aforementioned Pat Long).  Mr. Brown is a 31-year veteran of this Fairfax group, and he is retiring in eight days.  The Department realizes the importance of supporting the Task Force in its mission of delivering capacity assessments, mitiga-tion planning, and readiness training throughout the world.  By assisting in the development and enhancement of other search and rescue resources, the Task Force lessens the probability and necessity of it being deployed.  The Task Force began its humanitarian response relationship with the USAID in 1986 following a tragic 1985 seismic event in Mexico City. Realizing the void of qualified search and rescue resources in the Americas Region, USAID joined in a strategic partner-ship with Fairfax County and the Miami-Dade Fire and Rescue Departments to develop a self-sustainable response resource. Its first deployment was to the former Soviet Armenia in 1988 in the aftermath of a large earthquake.  When FEMA announced plans to develop a domestic National US&R Response System, Fairfax County was one of the original respondents. Accepted into the domestic system in 1991, the resource was deemed “operational” by both FEMA and USAID. The Task Force is proud to be one of only 28 domestic resources qualified by FEMA to assist with Homeland Security, and one of two resources utilized by USAID for international response.

In total, there are approximately 200 trained and equipped-members on the Task Force. When activated, the Task Force is comprised of firefighters and paramedics from the Fairfax County Fire & Rescue Department (both career and volunteer) and highly trained civilians including physic-cians, canine handlers, structural engineers, communications experts and heavy rigging specialists. When activated by either federal partner, all related expenses are fully reimbursed by either, resulting in no cost to the Fairfax County government.

On January 13th, a “Heavy Team” of 72 personnel and 6 search dogs was dispatched to Haiti from Dulles Airport aboard one commercial airliner and one USAF C-17, arriving in Petionville (near Port-au-Prince) 23 hours after the disastrous earth-quake that was responsible for killing more than 200,000 people and injuring another 300,000.  The following day a “Medium Team” of 42 personnel and one canine was dispatched to join the first group. These teams conducted on-site search and rescue operations for two weeks.   For more information, see:  www.vatf1.org
No one found the Red Dot and our “50/50 Drawing’s” pot continued its growth.
PG Kane’s guest, the Reverend Eugene Thomas, provided the benediction.
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