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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

April 28th – Mr. Wayne Reedy, from the “Fairfax County Urban Search and Rescue Team,” will discuss his organization and its January rescue operations in Haiti.
May 5th – Ms. Sharon Tewksbury-Bloom will discuss Arlington’s Volunteer Program.
May 16th – The Antique Show Planning Committee will meet immediately-following our 

Club’s regular meeting.
(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
President Will Wilson called the meeting to order and delivered the invocation (and he later provided the benediction).  Joe Mann led the group in singing “God Bless America,” and Rachel Sparico led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Joe Mann introduced Ms. Ada Cobb, PG Warren Kane introduced Ms. Janine Fetters, Edd Nolen introduced Ms. Judy Fox, and Pres. Wilson re-introduced Ms. Oduro. 
Dave Carlson noted that Dick Ball is expected to be released from Manor Care in about 2-1/2 weeks. (Dick, along with Vinnie Kirchner - who is at the Sunrise facility on Wilson Boulevard - would welcome visitors.)  It was also noted that New Member Steve Bevis’ mother died yesterday, following a long illness.   
PG Warren Kane called people’s attention to our InterClub Sign-up Sheets which were highlighted by: 1) the group which will be going to the Marymount Circle K International’s final meeting of the year (at 2:00 pm following our meeting today); 2) South Arlington Club’s Annual Auction Fund Raiser at Lyon Park Community Center on Apr 24th, at 5:30 pm; 3) the Mount Vernon Club’s Fund Raiser at the Little Theater of Alexandria on May 4th, 7:00 pm; and, the Manassas Club’s Annual Steak Fry will be on May 13th.

PG Kane also called attention to flyers that announce the May 1st and May 29th 8:00 pm performances of the Virginia Grand Military Band at Kenmore Middle School: for each of these performances we need four more volunteer ushers (whose “dates” will be admitted free).  He also noted that we need a few more ushers at a Children’s Program on the morning of May 6th at the Rachel Schlesinger Concert Hall.  Please call him (703) 524-0997 if you can help. 

Edd Nolen assured Ms. Judy Fox that later in the program she would be presented a check for $3,500.00 to the “Arlington Pediatric Center.”  Ms. Fox, the Executive Director of the Center, noted that she would accept the check [which happened later] and expressed thanks for the gift and our Club’s support, which began ten years ago when we were the first organization to support the Center.  Children up-through 18 years of age are treated at the Center, by appointments on Monday through - Saturday, and via doctors who are “On-Call 24 X 7” for already enrolled patients.  The clinic’s nearly $2 million budget (less-than half of which is reimbursable) was used last year to support 87,876 clinical visits.  For more information about the Center, see: www.arlpedcen.org.

AFAC UPDATE: As-of April 10, 2010 AFAC was supporting 30% more FAMLIES than two years ago at that time; plus, they were supporting 32% more CHILDREN than two years ago!  Think about making an individual cash or food donation to AFAC during April – it will be used by AFAC to compete with other food banks for a proportional share of a Grant being offered by a Rhode Island philanthropist, Allan Shawn Feinstein: contact Edd Nolen or PG Kane for more details.
WEEKLY PROGRAM
Pres. Wilson “re-introduced” our Club’s Reverend Glen Evans, recently returned from Honduras, to discuss his observations in that country about some “Cultural Differences That Make a Difference.” Glen started visiting Honduras about nine years ago, for ever-increasing amounts of time that now involve about 40 % of the year.  His efforts to find a practical solution to Honduran’s poverty resulted in founding the non-profit [501(c) (3)], humanitarian, charitable, all-volunteer organization, “Art for Humanity (AFH),” to help poor families help themselves.  (The initial work involved families doing art work in their homes, but has expanded to doing bike repair, sewing, farming, etc..)  Glen wanted to share with us today his observations about three phenomena that are “food for thought.”  First, Hondurans are very peaceful people, living in a very passive society; that, however, leads to lots of violence – with rampant street robberies leading the way.  Cell phones are the Number One Target, because when a robber tells people to give them up, victims   generally just do so without resistance (and the same happens to women wearing jewelry).  Second, teen age pregnancy (ages 13 – 16) is extremely common because the otherwise chaste community views child bearing as the proof of graduation from childhood to womanhood.  This is yielding a repetitive cycle of children growing-up without any knowledge of – or relationships with – their fathers (and fathers with no sense of responsibility towards either the mothers or the children).  Third, Witchcraft is very prevalent throughout the communities.  People pay others who are identified as witches to cast “spells” on their enemies, which results in contributing to the country’s depressed economy.  Honduras has long-been the Second Poorest Country in the Western Hemisphere.  AFH staff members have come to the conclusion – after many years of helping the poor – that the poor Honduran people are going to be helped in long-term, systematic ways much more by Honduran efforts than by “gringo efforts”; and, that this will require that Hondurans lead the way.  For that reason, development of “The Leadership University of Honduras” is currently the major project of AFH.  To learn how you can help with this effort, see: www.artforhumanity.org, or contact Glen Evans at (703) 684 – 4635, or via e-mail at: glenevans@artforhumanity.org.

No one found the Red Dot and our “50/50 Drawing’s” pot continued its growth.
CORRECTION Concerning Last Week’s New Business Contact Data for Al Marshall:  The WEB PAGE is: www.fairfaxcollisionspecialist.com [note that it is “specialist,” without an “s”].  Al’s e-mail address: (Alliz3694@verizon.net) is unchanged.
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