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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

For As Long As Supplies Last - Arlington County’s FREE VACINATION CLINICS - protecting against the H1N1 Flu Virus - are available to the General Public (ages 6 months and older) on a “first come, first served basis” on Monday thru Friday.  See www.arlingtonva.us/flu, or call 703-228-2358, for exact times of availability and other information.
March 6th – The Chain Bridge District’s “Pinewood Derby Mania, a Cub Scout Phenomenon” will take place at the Ballston Mall Food Court from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm; see: cbd.wetpaint.com for details.
 March 10th 

– Vicki Thomas, Director of Sales and Marketing, Biomedical Services, American Red Cross National Headquarters, will guide a discussion concerning “Red Cross Blood Services.”
– There will be volunteer opportunities involving about an hour’s bagging at AFAC immediately-following our Club’s regular meeting.
March 17th – President-Elect Chuck Vasaly and Vice President Julie Wright will present “An Irish Songfest.” 

March 24th – The Community Service Committee will meet immediately-following our Club’s regular meeting to discuss a new proposed activity.

Pres.-Elect Chuck Vasaly called the meeting to order and PG Warren Kane delivered the invocation (and he later provided the benediction).  Pres.-Elect Vasaly led the group in singing “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Vice President Julia Wright introduced her guest, Lynn Brown from the Arlington County Chapter of the American Red Cross, and our Pres.-Elect also welcomed Christina Oduro.
Dave Carlson reported that Dick Ball was to undergo surgery today to remove one of his toes that has atrophied because of his circulation problems.  PG Kane announced that there was a picture at the “Sign-in Desk” of Vinnie Kirchner in his new Kiwanis shirt.
PG Kane thanked the ten Club members who attended last weekend’s Mid-Winter Conference – several members made generally-favorable comments about the event (especially with regard to the “Casino Night”) – and PG Kane called people’s attention to our InterClub Sign-up Sheets, highlighted by: 1) the Fairfax Kiwanis Club’s “Chocolate Lovers’ Pancake Breakfast” on March 6th; 2) the Division Council Meeting on March 13; 3) Woodbridge Kiwanis Club’s Charter Night at Montclair Country Club on Mar 18th; and, 4) the Capital District’s Key Club Convention on March 19th - 21st. 
PG Kane identified 12 of our Club members whose birthdays occur in March.  Secretary Dick Barr presented corsages to those members present and the attendees offered a rousing “Happy Birthday” to all.
AFAC UPDATE:  On February 20, 2010 AFAC was supporting: 20% more ADULTS than a year ago at that time- 92% more than two years ago; plus, they were supporting 22% more CHILDREN than a year ago - 120% more than two years ago!
Pres-Elect Vasaly and Lachi Morrison thanked the Club members who volunteered to read to children at Randolph Elementary School as part of the annual “Read Across America” event honoring “Dr. Seuss.”
If you can help, please speak to Pres. Wilson about this item [you’re REALLY NEEDED].  Joe Mann has requested that someone immediately relieve him at the Front Desk’s weekly set-up (this is necessary because of Joe’s previous commitments to the Boy Scouts)!   
WEEKLY PROGRAM
Vice Pres. Wright introduced Kramer “Skip” Chaples, President of “Guitars Not Guns of the National Capital Area (GnG NCA).”  Skip has a Masters degree in Electrical Engineering from the U. of New Hampshire and has completed several post-graduate courses in finance and management.  He spent his professional career working as a Defense contractor, starting as an engineer with RCA, moving on to TCI in 1985 as the VP for Washington Operations. He later formed his own engineering consultant company which he operated for 15 years. With a hobby of woodworking (not music) he’s worked part-time in Springfield for “Woodcraft.”  He moved to Northern Virginia in 1975 and has been active in the local Boy Scouts, his civic association, and several Springfield County initiatives, culminating in leading the effort to open “GnG” in Virginia. GnG is a charitable 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that was started in San Jose, California, in 1992 after Ray and Louise Nelson became foster parents. Through their experiences with their foster kids Ray decided to help by providing guitars and lessons to foster kids. He began asking friends to donate their unused guitars to foster kids and other deserving children. The mission of GnG NCA is to provide guitars and lessons to foster children, youth at risk, and other deserving children, regardless of their ability to pay. Students are loaned a guitar and are provided a music book and other accessories at the start of the program.  Those students who successfully pass the Level One program (eight weeks) are awarded their guitars to keep.  The group also provides mentoring of children by inviting professional musicians, teachers, entertainers, producers and other music related professionals to speak to the children in the music program to make them aware of the opportunities a life in music can provide. GnG also works with the area’s high schools to get musically-qualified youngsters to help with teaching and mentoring younger kids.  This non-political group serves as a charity that provides a way for at-risk youth to vent their frustration into something positive and to learn a valuable (and fun) skill along the way. This group is especially important now, since schools have generally reduced their arts and music budgets by about 50 per cent and  thousands of kids in our region need after-school programs in their neighborhoods (which is where GnG NCA groups go) to engage their minds.  In a recent arrangement, GnG NCA is providing a music program for Boys and Girls Clubs of Metropolitan Washington.  National-level support is being provided by major guitar manufacturers and sales organizations and there are currently 28 classes in operation at a time, involving 300 youngsters in the GnG NCA.  GnG is 100% volunteer operated and, while monetary donations are required, the program’s ultimate success is dependent on the willingness of people to give their time to make it happen (many skills in addition to musical are needed). If you can help please contact them; if you know anyone that may be willing to “throw their hat into the ring,” let them know about this worthwhile  organization. For GnG NCA’s contact information, see:  www.gngnca.org
No one found the Red Dot and our “50/50 Drawing’s” little pot continued its growth.
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