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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

April 7th – Karen Albert, President of the “Inter-Service Club Council of Arlington,” will make a presentation concerning her organization.

April 10th – A memorial service celebrating the life of our Club’s former Pianist George Barber will be held in the Rock Spring church, 5010 Little Falls Road, at 2 pm, with a reception to follow.  Memorial contributions may be made to the Capital Improvement Fund of the Rock Spring Congregational Endowment Fund.  Please make checks payable to “Rock Spring Endowment Fund” and on the memo line write “George Barber/Capital Improvement Fund.”

April 14th – Former Club member Fred Jones, President of the Arlington Interfaith Council, will describe a “Program to Eradicate Homelessness.” 

President Will Wilson called the meeting to order and Arlington Salvation Army Major Earl Fitzgerald delivered the invocation (and he later provided the benediction).  Vice President Julia Wright led the group in singing “America the Beautiful,” and President Wilson led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Derick Malis introduced Nathaniel Harris and our president re-welcomed Bankhead Davies Senior’s luncheon guest, Christina Oduro.
Dave Carlson made one of his “No News is Good News” reports about Member Welfare and then described the Kenmore Middle School’s “2010 PTA Silent Auction and Night of the Arts,” on April 9th, beginning at 6:30 pm.  (One of the Auction’s items is a “Ride to Lunch, and lunch [for two], at the ‘Red, Hot and Blue Barbecue in a 1931 Model ‘A’ Roadster,” donated – of course – by our club’s Jack Melnick.) 
Secretary Dick Barr called people’s attention to our InterClub Sign-up Sheets highlighted by: 1) the Marymount University CKI Club’s April 7th meeting at 2:00 pm (call PP Mary Anthony for details); 2) Apr 3rd‘s 20th Div Council Meeting at 8:30 am; 3) the Alexandria Club’s regular noon meeting on Apr 8th, featuring the Attorney General of Virginia as the Guest Speaker; 4) the Alexandria Club’s annual fund raiser, the “NSO Brass Quintet Concert” at The Masonic Temple on Apr 18th, at 3:30 pm; and, 5) the South Arlington Club’s Annual Auction Fund Raiser at Lyon Park Community Center on Apr 24th.
AFAC UPDATE:  As of March 20, 2010 AFAC was supporting: 14% more FAMILIES than a year ago at that time - 82% more than two years ago; plus, they were supporting 17% more CHILDREN than a year ago - 97% more than two years ago!  Think about making an individual cash or food donation to AFAC during March or April – because it will be used to compete with other food banks for a proportional share of a Grant being offered by Rhode Island philanthropist Allan Shawn Feinstein - contact Edd Nolen or PG Kane for more details.
Jim Frankosky presented the March 2010 “Arlington Kiwanian of the Month” award to Derick Malis in recognition of his very active involvement in many Club activities and especially for his recurring work with organizing and overseeing our club’s Community Service Committee’s activities and his support of the annual “Antique Show & Sale.” 
WEEKLY PROGRAM
Pres. Wilson “introduced” Major Fitzgerald to present a program focused on the Salvation Army’s efforts to assist the victims of Haiti’s recent earthquake.  Major Fitzgerald opened his remarks by describing that he was a member of the 10-person team the Salvation Army sent to Haiti immediately-following the earthquake to assess the situation and advise leaders at the Salvation Army’s National Head-quarters about what they should do in response to this disaster.  (Major Fitzgerald’s focus was on the needs for trauma, grief, and spiritual counseling.)  Major Fitzgerald noted that he’s also been speaking with his son, Jonathan – also a Salvation Army officer stationed in Bloomington, IN – who has spent several “tours” in Haiti, speaks the local French Creole language, and has just returned from spending a month doing disaster relief there.  “The Army” has provided support in Haiti for 60 years and had 200 officers and staff there before the earthquake. Because many relationships were already established, “The Army” has been able to organize the distribution of food, non-food items, and medical care on a large scale, as well as offering trauma/grief counseling and spiritual support.  The only building of “The Army” that survived the earthquake was its medical treatment facility, which has subsequently been involved with the treatment of 125,000 people.  Now, more than ten weeks after the 12 January earthquake that brought devastation to Haiti, the number of meals distributed by “The Army” has passed four million.  Most of the meals have been given out in Port-au-Prince, where “The Army” has direct responsibility for 20,000 people living in temporary shelters (supplied through “The Army”) and it assists another 15,000 Haitians on a daily basis.  (Food items continue to be distributed throughout Haiti, to small towns, churches, schools and in other locations to which many former-Port-au-Prince residents “drifted” after their homes were destroyed by the earthquake.)  “The Army” is working with an organization called “Numana” to provide its packaged meals, which consist of rice, soy, freeze-dried vegetables with chicken flavoring and vitamins to help the immune system.  Each packet given out contains a meal for five people.  There are still more than seven million “Numana” meals “in the supply pipeline,” some already in Haiti ready for distribution and the rest waiting to be delivered.  Meals are being packaged by volunteers at mass events throughout the USA.  “The Army’s” top priorities for the immediate-future involve food, safe water, and shelter (including building 5,000 transitional housing units) and they are involved with “micro-financing” to assist Haitians with establishing/re-establishing business operations.  For more information, contact Major Fitzgerald at: Earl_Fitzgerald@uss.SalvationArmy.org.
Our “50/50 Drawing” was deferred to next week [because our “pot” and other materials were unavailable due to the resurfacing efforts at the parking lot at the Knights of Columbus’ facility – although another theory that surfaced was that maybe the deferral occurred because both Kanes were absent].
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