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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

March 17th – 
– President-Elect Chuck Vasaly and Vice President Julie Wright will present “An Irish
Songfest.” 

– The Antique Show Committee will meet immediately-following our Club’s regular
meeting. 

March 24th –

– Ms. Candice Baldwin, Director of Long-Term Care/Assisted Living for “NCB Capital Impact” will discuss “The Village-to-Village Project.”

– The Community Service Committee will meet immediately-following our Club’s regular meeting to discuss a new proposed activity.
President Will Wilson called the meeting to order and Salvation Army Major Earl Fitzgerald delivered the invocation (and he later provided the benediction).  Pres.-Elect Chuck Vasaly and Vice President Julia Wright led the group in singing a patriotic song and PE Vasaly led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Several members introduced their guests and our President also welcomed Christina Oduro.
Dave Carlson reported that Dick Ball is back home, with visiting nursing service, following his successful surgery last week and he hopes to attend next week’s meeting.  Dave also reported that he talked with WPG Ed Novak, who is doing well and is planning to attend next week’s meeting 
PG Kane called people’s attention to our InterClub Sign-up Sheets, highlighted by: 1) the Division Council Meeting on March 13; 2) “Chartering Day” for the Swanson Middle School’s “Builders Club,” on March 15th at 2:30 pm 3) Woodbridge Kiwanis Club’s Charter Night at Montclair Country Club on Mar 18th; and, 4) the Capital District’s Key Club Convention on March 19th - 21st.  PG Kane was also happy to announce that the Marymount University’s “Circle K International” may soon be “up and running” again – more details will be forthcoming from their Advisor, PP Mary Anthony. 
AFAC UPDATE:  On February 20, 2010 AFAC was supporting: 20% more ADULTS than a year ago at that time- 92% more than two years ago; plus, they were supporting 22% more CHILDREN than a year ago - 120% more than two years ago!  Several of our Club members volunteered to bag supplies at AFAC immediately-following the meeting.
PE Vasaly, on behalf of the ARLINGTON KIWANIS FOUNDATION and our Club, and 

· assisted by Jim Thomas, presented a check for $2,400.00 to the Arlington
County Chapter of the American Red Cross.  Ms. Lynn Kocik-Keefe, the Chapter’s Chief Executive Officer (and former member of our Club), accepted the check for the organization and expressed thanks for the gift and our Club’s long-term support.  She described how last year’s Grant was used to train 16 youth volunteers who then taught 321 youngsters in four courses: “Masters of Disaster” - the science of natural disasters and how to be prepared for them, “WHALE Tales” – water safety, “Basic Aid Training (BAT)” – basic first aid and how to respond in an emergency, and “Be Red Cross Ready” – emergency preparedness, including making a disaster kit and forming an evacuation plan with your family.
·  assisted by PG Kane, presented a check for $3,000.00 to the “Greenbriar
Learning Center.” Ms. Courtney Reeve, the Center’s Executive Director, accepted the check for the organization, expressed thanks for the gift and our Club’s support, and explained how the Center’s recent association with AmeriCorps has significantly expanded the Center’s capability and they now provide seven programs that reach more than 145 children, youth and families, and 22 cooperating after-school organizations in Arlington; e.g., they are providing after school tutoring, homework help, and enrichment for 60 students in the 3rd-5th grades.
PP Anthony explained that the current recession is adversely impacting “Doorways for Women and Families.”  Also, for every $1 in County funds that Doorways received during the past year, they raised an additional $3—allowing them to have 4 times the impact on women, children, and families in crisis.  Because of the currently decreased private sector support, Doorways is now seeking help from the County by launching an effort to get people to contact Arlington County Board Members to “Take Action – Keep the Doors Open.”  For more details about how you can help, see: www.doorwaysva.org.

WEEKLY PROGRAM
VP Wright introduced Ms. Vicki Thomas, Director of Sales and Marketing for Biomedical Services at the American Red Cross National Headquarters and Ms. Bridgit Phelps and Ms. Helen Demestihas, representing the Red Cross Blood Services Greater Chesapeake and Potomac Region (which serves the Arlington area).  Mrs. Thomas opened her presentation by showing a “slide show” (completed at 5:30 pm yesterday) that provided highlights of the Red Cross support efforts following the tragic earthquake in Haiti. Interesting statistics included: while approximately 1.3 million Haitians are homeless, tents and tarps have been provided to now shelter approximately half of them and actions are on track to get emergency shelter for the remainder by May 1st;  more than 50 Red Cross Disaster Specialists are in Haiti working with a network of 600 Red Cross/Red Crescent responders from 40 countries and about 70 Creole-speaking volunteers have been serving as translators aboard the “USNS Comfort” (which served in Haiti since immediately-after the earthquake and departed yesterday for its home port of Baltimore); from the $354 million in donations for Haitian relief, more than $100 million has already been committed (the objective is to provide assistance quickly, but with a thoughtful and well-planned approach that ensures the best service to meet long-term needs for recovery); the Red Cross President and CEO, Gail McGovern, described their goal of ensuring that 91 cents of every dollar donated for this effort winds up being used for Haitian relief.  The Greater Chesapeake and Potomac Region presentation also opened with a “slide show” – this one about blood donation in which the general theme was “The need is constant. The gratification is instant. Give blood.”  The need for blood in our local region is about 1,000 units per day.  Approximately 38 per cent of people in America are eligible to donate blood; but of those who are eligible, only about eight percent donate.  That means that for every 100 persons who can donate, only three of them do.  Individual Kiwanians who are interested in donating blood should check www.redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED CROSS to find a time and place.  Those who would like to investigate sponsoring a local blood drive should call Helen Demestihas at (703) 906-9340, or send her an e-mail at: DemestihasH@usa.redcross.org.
No one found the Red Dot and our “50/50 Drawing’s” pot continued its growth.
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