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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

For As Long As Supplies Last - Arlington County’s FREE VACINATION CLINICS - protecting against the H1N1 Flu Virus - are available to the General Public (ages 6 months and older) on a “first come, first served basis” on Monday thru Friday.  See www.arlingtonva.us/flu, or call 703-228-2358, for exact times of availability and other information.
February 10th – Program TBA
February 24th – The Antique Show Committee will meet immediately-following our regular Club meeting (this is RESCHEDULED from Feb. 17th).
President Will Wilson called the meeting to order and Warren Kane delivered the invocation (and he later provided the benediction).  Julia Wright led the group in singing America the Beautiful and Derek Malis led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  David Levy introduced his daughter Skylar. 
Dave Carlson’s report began with PG Warren Kane’s report that Dick Ball is confined to his home and is being visited by an at-home nurse. Dick slept the entire night despite the foam boot he has to wear for pressure.  Dale Kane announced she ran in to Sonny Schick at Safeway and told him that he was missed at Kiwanis; he stated that he cannot attend the meetings because of a prior commitment with his Accountant. Jackie Brown announced a memorial to George Barber is scheduled for April 10th, at Rock Spring Congregation, more details to be announced.  [Reminder: Blanche and Vinnie Kirchner look forward to Kiwanis visitors (it’s recommended that you call ahead to be sure they’re home –703-532-0975) – Ed.]
PG Kane distributed copies of our InterClub Sign-up Sheet, high-lighted by: 1) the Fairfax Club’s annual “Chocolate Lovers’ Pancake Breakfast” from 8:00 am to 1 pm on Feb 6th at Fire Station # 3 (4081 University Drive), and, 2) special Joint Capital District Conferences – the “Mid-Winter” for the Kiwanis Clubs, and the “50th Anniversary” for the Circle K International (CKI) Clubs – at the Hyatt Crystal City Hotel, February 26th – 28th.  No one signed up for the dinner on Thursday night in Waldorf (Kiwanis International’s President is attending); therefore, the Interclub budget will no longer pay half of the cost.  Please sign up, especially if you are a new member/rookie. 
Club members were reminded about volunteer opportunities for bagging at AFAC following next week’s meeting (Feb 10th).  [Interesting statistics involving AFAC - On January 23, 2010 AFAC was supporting: 34% more ADULTS than a year ago at that time- 97% more than two years ago; plus, they were supporting 32% more CHILDREN than a year ago - 137% more than two years ago!]
Ushering opportunities on 2/18 at 9:00 AM at the Schlesinger Center.  Tom Grantham (new member), Edd Nolen, Khalid Siraj, Warren and Dale Kane signed up.  (This is a “kids’ program” – the first one for this year.) 
PG Kane identified a number of Club members whose birthdays occur in February.  Secretary Dick Barr presented corsages to those members present and the attendees offered a rousing “Happy Birthday” to all.
Warren Kane installed our Club’s newest member, Thomas (“Tom”) Grantham.  Tom is a Market Executive at “Cardinal Bank” in Mclean and he and his wife, Elaine, live in Arlington; Tom was sponsored by PG Warren Kane and Lachi Morrison. Tom mentioned that he is “very pleased to join and become an active participant” in Kiwanis. 
Jim Frankosky and Tom Parker presented the January 2009 “Arlington Kiwanian of the Month” award to Larry Demarest in recognition of his very active involvement in many Club activities, especially for his recurring work with Ducky Derby, and as our past club President and current Lt. Governor.
Pres. Wilson asked that interested Members contact him if they are willing to be on the Special Planning Committee being established to examine having a “Casino Night” fundraiser for our Club.
A request was made to relieve Joe Mann at the front desk. Joe needs relief immediately because of his commitment to the Boy Scouts! Please speak with Will Wilson.
WEEKLY PROGRAM
Julia Wright, who served as a board member to Computer CORE before joining Kiwanis’ board, introduced Ms. Lynn O’Connell to discuss “Computer CORE,” a program in Alexandria helping low-income adults to acquire technological and life skills they need to pursue career aspirations. Ms. O’Connell shared a story about a student who was born in Northern VA, graduated high school, married, had a baby and worked in a job at the mall. Her husband was killed in a car accident at the age of 21. After completing the CORE 6 month program, she was hired with Navy Federal Credit Union, and recently hired with INOVA as a bookkeeper. She is now 24 years old, her son Gabriel is 5 and they just moved in to their own home. 
Most students begin the program as novices to a computer and upon completion excel at Excel and PowerPoint. The program is 140 hours and lasts six months, two nights a week. The program begins with computer skills but also covers job training, resumes, cover letters, online job searches, and typing. Each student receives their own personal computer through the program. Students are matched with mentors in the community who are in a field the student is interested in pursuing: banks, hotels, bookkeeping, etc. Ms. O’Connell mentioned 35% of students found new jobs, 30% received promotions, and all but one doubled their hourly incomes after completing the CORE program. 

Computer CORE was founded in 1999 and began with three students, but has expanded to serve 144 students annually and received 562 applicants last year. They have 169 volunteers. Last year, they gave 104 computers to students who completed the program. Most computers are donated by businesses and individuals. The focus is on building careers and building community. There are three locations: Alexandria, Falls Church, and Fairfax (Annandale). Recently, Computer CORE partnered with NOVA and the students receive seven credits through NOVA community college. 
Computer CORE volunteers are encouraged to attend graduation (June 10th, 2010 at 6pm), mentor; tutor; teach classes; donate computers, 3-ring binders, laptops and in-kind donations. For more information about volunteering, contact Lynn at 703-931-7346 or talk to Julie Wright (or use the Web Site at: www.computercore.org. 
No one found the Red Dot and our “50/50 Drawing’s” little pot continued its growth.
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