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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

For As Long As Supplies Last - Arlington County’s FREE VACINATION CLINICS - protecting against the H1N1 Flu Virus - are available to the General Public (ages 6 months and older) on a “first come, first served basis” on Monday thru Friday.  See www.arlingtonva.us/flu, or call 703-228-2358, for exact times of availability and other information.
March 3rd – Skip Chaples, President of the Song Writers Association of Washington, will discuss “Guitars Not Guns.”

March 10th 
– Vicki Thomas, Director of Sales and Marketing, Biomedical Services, American Red Cross National Headquarters, will lead a discussion concerning “Red Cross Blood Services.”
– There will be volunteer opportunities involving bagging at AFAC immediately-following our club’s regular meeting.
President Will Wilson called the meeting to order and Salvation Army Major Earl Fitzgerald delivered the invocation (and he later provided the benediction).  Renny Myers led the group in singing “The Star Spangled Banner” and Arlington’s Clerk of the Court Paul Ferguson led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Ted Kramer introduced his guest Jay Cohen and Pres. Wilson also welcomed our now “almost member of the family,” Ms. Christina Oduro.
Dave Carlson’s reported on Jim Thomas’s circulation problem and change of medication. There was no update on Dick Ball.  (Dick’s still housebound and is being assisted by a visiting nurse.)
PG Kane distributed copies of our InterClub Sign-up Sheet, high-lighted by: 1) the special Joint Capital District Conferences – the “Mid-Winter” for the Kiwanis Clubs, and the “50th Anniversary” for the Circle K International (CKI) Clubs – at the Hyatt Crystal City Hotel, February 26th – 28th; 2) the Fairfax Kiwanis Club’s “Chocolate Lovers’ Pancake Breakfast” on March 6th; 3) the Division Council Meeting on March 13; 4) Woodbridge Kiwanis Club’s Charter Night at Montclair Country Club on Mar 18th; and, 5) the Capital District’s Key Club Convention on March 19th - 21st. 
AFAC UPDATE:  On February 1, 2010 AFAC was supporting: 29% more ADULTS than a year ago at that time- 91% more than two years ago; plus, they were supporting 32% more CHILDREN than a year ago - 138% more than two years ago!]
Lachi Morrison encouraged people to contact her to volunteer to read to children at Randolph Elementary School in the pre-Kindergarten thru the 5th Grades on March 3rd (time slots TBA).  This will be part of the annual “Read Across America” event honoring “Dr. Seuss” [who was born March 2, 1904 as Ted Geisel], author of “The Cat in the Hat, Green Eggs and Ham, Go Dog Go, Fox in Socks, Are You My Mother?” and many other favorite stories for children.
Tom Parker presented the February 2010 “Arlington Kiwanian of the Month” award to Julie Martin-Mangis in recognition of her very active involvement in many Club activities and especially for her recurring work with organizing and overseeing our club’s annual “Holiday Feast.”  

Joe Mann has requested that someone volunteer to immediately relieve him at the Front Desk weekly set-up (this is necessitated because of Joe’s previous commitments to the Boy Scouts)!   If you can help, please speak with Pres. Wilson.
WEEKLY PROGRAM
Ted Kramer introduced Ms. Sarah Gillespie, Foundation and Corporate Relations Coordinator, “Plan USA” to discuss “Plan USA in West Africa.”  Sarah graduated from Vanderbilt University with a degree in Human and Organizational Development.  She was first introduced to Plan USA while volunteering in the Dominican Republic, and subsequently volunteered in Nicaragua and Costa Rica, focusing on health and education initiatives.  She moved to Washington, DC to begin a Masters in Public Administration program at American University, with a focus on International Management.  She has worked in the DC office of Plan International for more than a year with the Foundation and Corporate Relations team.  Sarah visited their field programs in West Africa in December 2009.  The current focus of Plan is on microfinance programs in Africa and recovery in Haiti, including clean water and education programs.   
West Africa is one of Plan’s most active regions now.  The microfinance groups consist of mostly women in the villages.  Each of them deposits savings, which can then be loaned out to members of the group.  This group provides social support for the members.  They have monthly meetings where the finances are discussed, and they are educated in the financial world.  They are hooking-up their health cooperatives with the microfinance groups for insurance purposes.  Each member must contribute to the solidarity fund, which members can borrow from without interest.    
In Burkina Faso, they provide Teacher Training Scholarships to train teachers for elementary schools.  Female teachers promote girls enrollment in school.  Plan gives 100 scholarships each year.  The government hires 3000 teachers each year.  There are not many opportunities for women to be employed outside the home.  Teaching is one field where they can be employed.  

In Benin, Plan concentrates on adolescent health.  They have “Child Media & Youth Clubs” which produce radio programs used to educate other youth on health issues.  

In Haiti, they are concentrating on getting education programs started up again.  Most of the schools were destroyed by the earthquake.  They are trying to get temporary schools “up-and-running” in April.  
Plan funding is 80% individual sponsors, 20 % USAID.  Programming gets 85% and administration, marketing and fundraising 15%.
For further information, contact Sarah by telephone at 202-223-8325, or, by e-mail at sarah.gillespie@planusa.org.    
No one found the Red Dot and our “50/50 Drawing’s” little pot continued its growth.

A planning meeting for the 23rd Annual Antique Show & Sale was held following the regular meeting.  












	CLUB Officers
	
	
	[image: image1.jpg]
	
	

	President
	Will Wilson
	703-228-0071
	
	
	

	President-Elect
	Chuck Vasaly
	703-538-3606
	
	
	

	Vice President
	Julia Wright
	703-527-3010
	
	
	

	 Secretary
	Richard Barr
	703-524-6520
	
	
	

	Assistant Secretary
	Warren Kane
	703-524-0997
	
	
	

	Treasurer
	Bankhead Davies
	703-273-0319
	
	
	

	Assistant Treasurer
	Ben Chatfield
	703-538-7044
	
	
	

	Immediate Past President
	Khalid Siraj
	703-280-8342
	
	
	



