Eno02/18/10[image: image1.jpg][y
<&
'?bj/ll

—

THE CHILpREN OF



[image: image2.jpg]




John H. Finlator

Co-Editors: Jim Thomas & Richard Barr
Editor in Memoriam

                      Editor of the Week: Jim Thomas                         

Volume: 79

February 17, 2010            Number: 18

NOTICE:

Last week’s meeting was cancelled; hence, there was no Newsletter.  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

For As Long As Supplies Last - Arlington County’s FREE VACINATION CLINICS - protecting against the H1N1 Flu Virus - are available to the General Public (ages 6 months and older) on a “first come, first served basis” on Monday thru Friday.  See www.arlingtonva.us/flu, or call 703-228-2358, for exact times of availability and other information.
February 24th 
–  Ms. Rebecca Lake will discuss “Plan USA in West Africa.”
–  The Antique Show Committee will meet immediately-following our regular Club meeting (this is RESCHEDULED from Feb. 17th).
March 3rd – Skip Chaples, President of the Song Writers Association of Washington, will discuss “Guitars Not Guns.”
President Will Wilson called the meeting to order and delivered the invocation (and he later provided the benediction).  Vice President Julia Wright led the group in singing “America the Beautiful” and Jim McCannell led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Pres. Wilson led the group in extending a Big “Welcome Back” to WPG Ed Novak, who – in turn – “introduced” his “starter” wife, Natalie, and Pres. Wilson also welcomed our now “almost member of the family, Ms. Christina Oduro.
Dave Carlson’s had a “No News is Good News Report” which was followed by PG Warren Kane’s update about his conversation with Dick Ball.  Dick told him that from the waist up, he’s fine, but below the waist he’s is in constant pain (due to circulation issues); Dick’s still housebound and is being assisted by a visiting nurse.

PG Kane distributed copies of our InterClub Sign-up Sheet, high-lighted by: 1) the special Joint Capital District Conferences – the “Mid-Winter” for the Kiwanis Clubs, and the “50th Anniversary” for the Circle K International (CKI) Clubs – at the Hyatt Crystal City Hotel, February 26th – 28th, 2) the Fairfax Kiwanis Club’s “Chocolate Lovers’ Pancake Breakfast” on March 6th, and the Capital District’s Key Club Convention on March 19th - 21st. 
Bill Cochran presented one of our Club’s “Terrific Parent” awards (and an accompanying check) to Ms. Lorena Duran, who proudly displayed a photo of her 2-year old daughter and her aspirations to become a nurse or a doctor.  Ms. Duran was accompanied by Ms. Laura Gould, who is one of the supervisors of the Teenage Parenting Program in the County’s schools, and who often accompanies youngsters to these recognition ceremonies.

Club members were reminded about volunteer opportunities for bagging at AFAC following next week’s (Feb 24th) meeting.  [On January 30, 2010 AFAC was supporting: 29% more ADULTS than a year ago at that time- 91% more than two years ago; plus, they were supporting 32% more CHILDREN than a year ago - 138% more than two years ago!]
Lachi Morrison encouraged people to contact her to volunteer to read to children at Randolph Elementary School in pre-Kindergarten thru the 5th Grades on March 3rd (time slots TBA) as part of the annual “Read Across America” event honoring “Dr. Seuss” [who was born March 2, 1904 as Ted Geisel], author of “The Cat in the Hat, Green Eggs and Ham, Go Dog Go, Fox in Socks, Are You My Mother?” and many other favorite stories for children.  Derick Malis recommended – based on his experience last year – that people take this opportunity to have a very enjoyable time with kids. 
IPP Khalid Siraj passed to Joe Mann the documentation that he had received for our club’s “Distinguished Club” award for last year.  Joe has requested that someone volunteer to immediately relieve him at the front desk (this is necessitated because of Joe’s previous commitments to the Boy Scouts)!   If you can help, please speak with Pres. Wilson.
WEEKLY PROGRAM
Edd Nolen introduced Mr. Grant D. Aldonas, founder and Principal Managing Director of “Split Rock International” (an Arlington-based global trade and investment advisory firm), to discuss “Economics and Trade.”  Mr. Aldonas and his wife Pamela Olson live in Arlington (they have three children).  He earned his B.A. degree and J.D. at the University of Minnesota and was a partner at a D.C.-based law firm before joining the U.S. Senate Finance Committee.  He served as the Committee’s Chief International Trade Counsel from 1997 to 2001 and then served as the U.S. Under Secretary of Commerce for International Trade from 2001 to 2005, serving as one of the President’s principal advisors for international trade and economic matters while managing a $450 million budget and a staff of more than 2,400 people at more than 89 offices located worldwide.  He opened his presentation by describing “Split Rock’s” work as being about one-third providing advice to companies about doing business on a global basis; another third advising U.S. government and international organizations about world trade matters; and, a final third assisting individuals and corporations to identify investment opportunities involving business overseas.  He then cited some interesting statistics: while the U.S. has only about five percent of the world’s humanity, we account for more than 30 percent of the world’s trade (and that trade accounts for about ten percent of our economy).  “Globalization” can provide great benefits for the American business community - if we wisely invest our capital, talent, and ideas.  Mr. Aldonas described how our current tax laws do not support workers training for new jobs (nor businesses training their employees for new jobs) and our schools are not providing instruction supporting our changing economy.  He noted that the US needs to have more social groups – like Kiwanis Clubs – that are motivated by providing Public Services (and whose members identify impediments to “getting things done” – and ways to overcome those obstacles).  He also noted that while leaders of both Republican and Democrat Parties seem to understand that “people are angry” at incumbent politicians, they do not seem to understand that the real basis for people’s anger is motivated by seeing Public institutions that fail but no one is held accountable.  He summed-up his presentation by saying the he believes that our nation’s Number One Priority should be to train our work force to qualify for jobs in the future.
No one found the Red Dot and our “50/50 Drawing’s” little pot continued its growth.
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