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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

NOW thru January 29th - Arlington County’s FREE VACINATION 
CLINICS - to protect against the H1N1 Flu Virus - are available to the General Public (ages 6 months and older) on a “first come, first served basis” on Monday thru Friday.  Please see www.arlingtonva.us/flu, or call 703-228-2358, for exact times of availability and other information.
January 27th – PP Ted Kramer will discuss using our Club’s Web Site.
June 26th – 27th – The Arlington Kiwanis Club’s “Annual Northern Virginia Antique Show and Sale” will be held at Arlington’s Thomas Jefferson Center.
President Will Wilson called the meeting to order and delivered the invocation (and he later provided the benediction).  Pres.-Elect Chuck Vasaly led the group in singing the “National Anthem” and Martin Couric led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Pres. Wilson introduced several guest, he provided special recognition to the InterClub Group from the Kiwanis Club of Fairfax, and Bankhead Davies’ regular Luncheon Companion, Ms. Christina Oduro.
Dave Carlson and PG Warren Kane reported about Dick Ball’s unsuccessful surgery.  They now need to try something different and Dick is in “Good Spirits” in Room 815 a VA Hospital Center (703-717-7815).  Dave described PP Mary Anthony’s delivery of flowers to Dick and George Barber.  Dave also alerted us to next week’s probable return of WPG Ed Novak.  [It appears that George Barber has only a short time to live and there was no update (from the previously-provided e-mails) concerning Vinnie Kirchner – Ed.].
PG Kane distributed copies of our InterClub Sign-up Sheet, which was high-lighted by: the Fairfax Club’s annual “Chocolate Lovers’ Pancake Breakfast” beginning at 9:00 am on Feb 6th; the Waldorf Club’s 30th Anniversary (the KI President will be the Guest Speaker) on Feb 25th; and the special Joint Capital District Conferences – the “Mid-Winter” for the Kiwanis Clubs and the “50th Anniversary” for the Circle K International Clubs at the Hyatt Crystal City Hotel, February 26th – 28th.
Jim Frankosky and Tom Parker presented the December 2009 “Arlington Kiwanian of the Month” award to Doctor Greg Craddock in recognition of his very active involvement in many Club activities and especially for his recurring work with organizing and overseeing the annual “Oyster Feast & Pig Roast.”  

IPP Khalid Siraj called members’ attention to the new “Sponsorship Opportunities” handout, which – based upon the members applause – is a 
great hit.  IPP Siraj recognized New Member Cindy Engquist as the person primarily responsible for having produced this document.
Jim McCannell recognized Louie Hargenrader, a long-term member of our Knights of Columbus support staff, for his recent gift of many books (for Jim’s further distribution) to children of Arlington families of lesser means.
WEEKLY PROGRAM
Pres. Wilson introduced Mr. Russ Snyder, President and CEO of the “Volunteers of America” for the Chesapeake Area [“Volunteers” - involving Maryland, D.C., and Virginia], and three members of Mr. Snyder’s staff, to discuss their organization.  Volunteers of America was founded on March 8, 1896 by two Christian social reformers to “reach and uplift” the American people.   The national organization describes itself as “… more than a nonprofit organization.  We are a ministry of service that includes nearly 16,000 paid, professional employees dedicated to helping those in need rebuild their lives and reach full potential.”  The national organization further describes that their services help “… more than 2 million people in over 400 communities in 44 states” and that their paid staff is supplemented by approximately 70,000 volunteers.  Mr. Snyder began his remarks by describing how – after many years of working in the “for profit world” - his religious faith led him to re-evaluate what he was doing and caused him to shift to what has now been 20 years of work in the “non-profit world” of organizations helping people in need (he noted that today marked the 1-year anniversary of his leadership of the Chesapeake area’s “Volunteers”).  The efforts of Chesapeake’s “Volunteers”- with more than 600 paid-staff members, who were assisted during 2009 by 2,000 volunteers and more than $422 million – provided assistance for more than 8,000 people in need throughout the tri-state area (5,553 of the assisted people were in Virginia).  Mr. Snyder talked about the “Core Values” of the “Volunteers”:  Caring, Quality, Trust, Faith, and Respect.  He described what he sees as the highlights of his “Challenges” in an environment where funding levels are going down and needs for services are going up:  1) development of a reliable system for tracking outcomes to identify recidivism rates; 2) working in collaboration with similar assistance organizations to build a cooperative business model that avoids waste and duplication between them; 3) working to be identified as an “employer of choice” (to continue to attract high-quality employees); and,  4) obtaining additional housing to support intellectually disabled people, veterans, ex-addicts, and ex-offenders after they are released from prison.
After Dale Kane’s failed effort to draw the Red Dot, her husband - PG Kane - found it and pocketed our barely-started “50/50 Drawing’s” little pot.
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