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Dear Kiwanis Club of Santa Ana, Whether it was dark chocolate, white chocolate, or

Greetings Kiwanis Club of Santa Ana! | hope that eve- Milk chocolate your taste buds were in for a treat. Al;
ryone is doing well and are enjoying the summer time with their SO While in Belgium | tasted mussels in cream sauce
families. In my last update | informed you that | was traveling to Which is the Belgian national dish. They were abso-
Europe; since the last update | spent four weeks in four Europealyitely delicious and for dessert there was nothing bet
countries, which included: England, Belgium, The Netherlands, ter than a Belgian waffle with Belgian chocolate ice
and France. cream on top.

Prior to this trip | had never traveled to Europe, upon After our four day stay in Brussels we headed
takeoff | was just as excited as | was nervous, and all | could {0 Amsterdam. Our stay in Amsterdam was not long
think about was if | would | like the food? Would | have enough bPut I made the most of it. Our first day there | rented
money to last me the entire trip? How big of a problem would thePicycles so that we could explore the city. | we got g _
different cultures and language barriers be? Fortunately, my tripS €€ Amst er damdés many wi ndmi |
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went well and | had an absolutely incredible experience in Eu- many canals. Ql}f
rope. | had the opportunity to visit many places that | only previ- % group took a visit to
ously had read about and seen on television. While in London | Delta Park where
visited the Houses of Parliament, where Big Ben is located, and we learned about
actually had the opportunity to view both the House of Common: hOW the Dutch par-
and the House of Lords deliberate on legislation. Our group latel liament keeps more
took a river cruise to the city of Greenwich where the Prime Me- 3 than half of their

country above wa-
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auise yas XUYMe- (¢ h a n
, ly interesting to see.
, “  We walked through
’ "\A all the rooms in the

ridian is located. | also visited Buckingham Palace, which is

enormous. Also while at Buckingham Palace | had the chance tc

see the AChanging of the Guart

shifts, it is quite a spectacle filled with hundreds of spectators. |

had the opportunity to visit several other places while in London, m
which included: The Tower of London, Abbey Road (The same | 3 3 1
one the Beatles walked to make their final aloum cover), and thﬂ' * - if # attic where she

grave of Karl Marx. f‘ = ,;\\‘ﬁ,—_ maar 1, Stayed during the

) . hFS NR ’hj Nazi regime. An-
After London, the group | was with took a fairy and then & & "= WL other one of our

a bus ride to BI’USSG|S, Be|g|um In Brussels | visited the NATO visits took us the Hague where the International Coult
and European Union (EU) headquarters where | learned more  of justice (ICJ) a branch of the United Nations and the
about the NATO treaty and how the European countries in the  permanent Court of Arbitration are located. The Peagd
union work together to help all members progress. | also visited
the city of Bruges, which is the chocolate capital of the world.
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Palace is where the two courts are housed and it is truly a sight to see this beautiful building. Inside the PeaceeRatace the
countless gifts from all member countries, which add to the Place splendor.

finally the last leg of our trip led us to Paris, which is the most beautiful city we visited. In Paris | had the oppgorsaeeity

everything that was on my list. Our first day | visited the Eiffel Tower, | imagined it to be much taller but its sizetdaks n

anything away from its grandiosity. The view from the top of the tower is amazing; you can see the whole city. The Arc de Tri-
omph is also spectacular in addition to the Mona Lisa at the Louvre Museum. The Notre Dame Cathedral is an amazing sight a
well. The cuisine in France is one of a kind; | had the opportunity to try escargot, which although it does not lookdviery goo

fact is not that bad. Crepes are amazing with Nutella and bananas or with strawberry jam. The French people are also very int
esting because they are more reserved and kept to themselves than Americans which passes them off as rude but once you e
gage in conversation many of them are very polite.
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